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First Nations Development Institute

• Founded 30 years ago.

• Works to restore Native American control and 
culturally-compatible stewardship of the assets tribes 
own - be they land, human potential, cultural 
heritage, or natural resources and to establish new 
assets for ensuring the long-term vitality of Native 
communities. 

• First Nations serves rural and reservation based 
Native American communities throughout the 
United States.



Our Values, Mission & Approach

Our Values

“We Believe that When Armed with the 
Appropriate Resources, Native Peoples 

Hold the Capacity and Ingenuity to Ensure 
the Sustainable, Economic, Spiritual and 

Cultural Well-Being of Their Communities.”



Our Values, Mission & Approach

Our Mission

We Strengthen American Indian Economies 
Our Approach

We Invest In, Support, and Develop Innovative 
Economic Development Strategies for Asset Control 
Within:
(1) The Tribal Nonprofit Sector
(2) The Tribal Government Sector 
(3) The Tribal For-Profit Sector



How Do We Do What We Do?
Our Strategy…

Working Within the Tribal Nonprofit, 

Government, and For-Profit Sectors:

(1) We Educate Grassroots Practitioners
(2) We Advocate Systemic Change
(3) We Capitalize Reservation Communities



Strengthening American Indian 
Economies:  Financial Education

• works with a range of tribal communities to help them 
design and administer financial education programs

• works closely with First Nations Oweesta Corporation 
to provide financial education resources to Native 
communities

• coordinates the InvestNative investor education project 
• promotes financial education training using the 

Building Native Communities: Financial Skills for 
Families workbook



InvestNative Project
http://www.investnative.org

http://www.investnative.org/


InvestNative Project



InvestNative Project



Building Native Communities: 
Financial Skills for Families



Building Native Communities: 
Financial Skills for Families

Designed to:

Enable community members to realize their
traditional values by learning financial skills 
that will help each person make informed 
financial decisions for themselves, their family, 
and their community.



Building Native Communities: 
Financial Skills for Families

For people who want to: 

• start a business
• buy a home
• pay off  their debt
• gain control over their financial future

The curriculum is designed for adult (high 
school age and beyond) learners.



Building Native Communities: 
Financial Skills for Families

Includes all information needed to facilitate 
group discussions and promote learning about 
the following personal financial skills topics:

• Building a healthy economy
• Developing a spending plan
• Working with checking and savings accounts
• Understanding credit and your credit report
• Accessing credit



Building Native Communities: 
Financial Skills for Families

Traditional Elements

The curriculum uses traditional Native practices 
from various tribes as its foundation and is 
designed to encourage instructors to use that 
community’s history and stories as illustrations.



Building Native Communities: 
Financial Skills for Families



Getting the BNC Curriculum 
into your Community

First Nations Oweesta Corporation’s
Native Financial Skills Initiative (NFSI)

• Offers expert training from certified instructors

• Delivers culturally-appropriate training to help 
establish and sustain financial education programs

• Offers follow-up technical assistance to help develop 
and maintain a financial education program 

www.oweesta.org



Getting the BNC Curriculum 
into your Community

Once your instructors are certified,  they can 
then order sets of  the Participant Workbooks 
and Instructors’ Guides directly from FNOC.

Costs:  

Shipping and Handling only or FREE if  they 
download and print from their website!



Contact Information
First Nations Development Institute

351 Coffman Street, Suite B
Longmont, CO 80501

303-774-7836
303-774-7841 fax

Tina M. Farrenkopf

Phone Extension: 19

Email: tfarrenkopf@firstnations.org
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